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State government sometimes strays from its proper role, as evidenced by the $1 billion life sciences initiative that has barely produced any new jobs. It can also be wasteful — witness the ongoing Affordable Care Act website debacle.

But that doesn’t mean Massachusetts residents should close the spigot on core state functions like education, health care, public safety and infrastructure.

The need to focus resources on what’s most important is why I oppose Question 1, which would end indexing of the commonwealth’s gas tax to inflation and reduce the funding available for infrastructure by $1 billion over the next decade.

With the rise of higher-mileage vehicles, the gas tax is not the long-term solution, but it will remain a critical source of state funding for transportation infrastructure until we can transition to revenue from electronic tolling or a charge on vehicle miles traveled. Before it was raised last year, the tax hadn’t been increased since 1991. Over that period, inflation reduced its purchasing power by more than one-quarter.

As a result, the condition of Massachusetts bridges is now second-worst among the 50 states. More than half are structurally deficient or functionally obsolete and 27 bridges have been closed because they were unsafe. The commonwealth can’t fix the problem with gas tax revenues that shrink each year.

Since 1990, the number of jobs in the United States has risen by more than 20 percent, but Massachusetts has seen only a single-digit increase during that period. High costs and a less-than-friendly overall business environment certainly contribute to anemic job growth, but so does the condition of our transportation infrastructure.

For many employers, poor transportation infrastructure is the straw that breaks the camel’s back.

If voters reject Question 1, the next challenge will be to pressure state policymakers to get serious about fixing our existing infrastructure. The best way to create a transportation system that supports economic growth is not to build new roads and transit lines we can’t afford to construct, operate or maintain, but to eliminate the MBTA’s maintenance backlog of over $3 billion and fix those rickety bridges.

There’s nothing revolutionary about tying the gas tax to inflation. When the cost of an item goes up does the sales tax you pay on it stay the same?

The 22 years between hikes demonstrated that we can’t count on elected officials to raise the gas tax when warranted. The commonwealth’s infrastructure is just too important; we can’t allow it to deteriorate any further.
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