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Our view: If taxpayers build it, they will come
First there was the argument that Boston couldn't attract large conventions without a big, world-class facility that could accommodate them. The result was the $850 million Boston Convention & Exhibition Center, built six years ago to replace the Hynes Center downtown, and which still sits rather forlornly near the South Boston entrance to the Ted Williams Tunnel.

Now we're being told that if taxpayers are going to reap the full benefit of that investment, they're going to have to help finance some new hotels near the new convention center so visitors will have place to stay.

And then, of course, in order to keep those hotels full, taxpayers will be asked to foot the bill for an expansion of the current facility.

Where does it end? Perhaps your tax dollars might be used to finance a few new restaurants so conventioneers will have someplace to eat.

We agree with the Pioneer Institute's Charles Chieppo who says if the demand were there, the hoteliers would follow — and they wouldn't require a public subsidy to build.

"Believe me, it there was a need, they would find funds for the hotels," Chieppo told the State House News Service.

Gov. Patrick has appointed a 27-member panel to look into the feasibility of an expansion estimated to cost $2 billion. But Chieppo says he's pretty sure what conclusion it will reach: "The fact of the matter is I have never once seen a city or state-commissioned feasibility study that came back and said anything other than you have to build it. ... People love to build things and say we are doing economic development. They won't say. 'We made a mistake, stop digging.'"

And then they'll hand you the bill.

