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In his Feb. 12 Commentary piece (“Common Core is far better for R.I.”), Michael Cohen selectively employs facts in his defense of nationalized K-12 education standards in English and math.

First, he bases his argument on a 2010 Fordham Institute report that criticized Rhode Island’s previous standards, without mentioning that in 2009, Fordham accepted $959,116 to evaluate state standards from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, which has been Common Core’s primary funder.

He also fails to mention that former Rhode Island Education Commissioner Peter McWalters, who oversaw development of the standards Cohen disparages, was subsequently hired by the Council of Chief State School Officers, a D.C.-based trade group, just as that organization was knee-deep in developing Common Core.

Cohen directs particular venom towards Sandra Stotsky, whom he portrays as knowing little about math standards. In 2008, Stotsky was one of only 19 people appointed by the president to the prestigious National Mathematics Advisory Panel.

While serving as senior associate commissioner at the Massachusetts Department of Education between 1999 and 2003, Stotsky oversaw development of state English, math, and science standards that propelled the commonwealth to historic student achievement gains. Since 2005, Massachusetts students have led the nation in every subject at every grade tested in national testing. In 2007 international testing, the Bay State’s eighth graders tied for first in the world in science and placed in the top five in math.

By contrast, another D.C.-based trade group, Achieve, Inc., which Cohen heads, can’t point to a single place over two decades where it has improved student outcomes. And that’s the rest of the story.
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